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WORD OF THE ELCT CONCERNING THE EVENTS OF THE WEEK OF THE GENERAL ELECTION OF TANZANIA -
OCTOBER 2025

Dear beloved, | greet you in Christ Jesus.

Our country held the National General Election on 29 October 2025. We all remember that on that day and
in the days that followed, our nation went through a difficult situation that has never happened before in its
history. There were riots that caused loss of life, disability, and destruction of public and private property.
There is no sufficient reason that can justify the loss of life and destruction of property. Some families have
still not been able to recover the bodies of their loved ones who were killed during those riots in order to
give them proper social and religious burials. This situation has left various families in deep mourning and
indescribable grief.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) has been deeply touched and pained by these unusual
events. As part of the Christian community in Tanzania and the wider Church of God, the ELCT joins all people
of goodwill for the nation of Tanzania. Therefore, the ELCT:

1. Is saddened and distressed by these acts that lacked humanity, dignity, and respect for human
life. The Church condemns these actions which are displeasing to God.

2. Extends condolences to the communities and families who lost their loved ones through
killings or who still have missing relatives without satisfactory explanation.

3. Extends condolences for the destruction of public and private property that occurred.

4, Prays for all those who are bereaved, the injured, those still missing, and those detained
unjustly.

5. Calls for repentance and God’s mercy so that our nation—which has witnessed the shedding
of innocent blood—may be saved from God’s wrath over this abomination and may receive grace to return
to peace.

Hebrews 4:16 — “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
A Call to All ELCT Congregants

1. The Church recognizes that everywhere in our congregations, prayers have been ongoing for
the peace of our nation and for the general election. The Church thanks all its members for fulfilling this
responsibility.

2. The Church calls upon all its members to engage in a special week of prayer beginning in all
worship services on Sunday, 16 November 2025. Daily prayers should continue until Sunday, 23 November
2025.

On Sundays, the standard lectionary messages should be used, but during weekdays, the following schedule
is recommended:

a. Monday — Praying for families who lost their loved ones.
Led by women.
“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” — Psalm 34:18

b. Tuesday — Praying for all the injured.

Led by the youth.

“But | will restore you to health and heal your wounds, declares the LORD...” — Jeremiah 30:17a

c. Wednesday — Praying for Government leaders and authorities, that God may grant them wisdom and a
heart of repentance.



Led by men.
“l urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— for
kings and all those in authority...” — 1 Timothy 2:1-2

d. Thursday — Praying for peace in the nation, especially for security and defense organs.

Led by choirs.

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May those who love you be secure. May there be peace within your walls...”
— Psalm 122:6-7

e. Friday — Praying for the Church and its institutions.
Led by fellowship groups.
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts... so it is with Christ.” — 1 Corinthians 12:12

f. Saturday — Praying for the institutions of justice in the country, especially the courts.

Led by community groups.

“This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.””
— Zechariah 7:9

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.” — Psalm
89:14

g. Final Sunday (23 November) — A day of thanksgiving to God.
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.” — Psalm 107:1

3. All professionals trained in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) in all ELCT Dioceses should use
this time to offer emotional and spiritual counseling to all who have been wounded.

A Call to the Government and Its Agencies

1. The Church calls on the Government to listen to and address citizens’ grievances in ways that
promote national unity and social cohesion.

2. The Church urges the Government to ensure justice for all citizens who lost their lives or were
affected.

3. The Church reminds that excessive use of force by anyone cannot bring blessings, and the

Word of God warns:
“Human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.” — James 1:20
“When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice.” — Proverbs 29:2a

God bless Tanzania.
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