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European Youth Gathering Message 2025

We gathered in Paris-Orsay from the 30th of September until the 3rd of October 2025
as youth from all the European Regions as well as guests from all other LWF regions.
As we feel the pain and suffering of the world in our own lives, we gathered together
under the topic of “Promises of peace”, remembering Jesus”s words in the Gospel of
John “Peace I leave with you, my Peace | give you. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not let them be afraid.” (John 14:27).

Peace for Us

European Youth has urged the LWF to engage in conversation about mental health,
having made it a priority at the 2023 European Youth Pre-Assembly, therefore it was
important to us to address the issue of peace within us and spiritual well-being.

Finding inner peace is getting increasingly harder for young people in our communities
as we feel the world”s suffering through wars, the climate crisis, unequal distribution of
wealth and the continued rising of nationalism in Europe and beyond. We feel pressure to
perfectly balance school, work, relationships, and more.

Resting in God’s promises of peace - promises like God’s presence even in our despair
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit - we discerned together that we practice spiritual
well-being by connecting in community, by praying, making art, being in creation, and
by staying connected even in difficult discussions. Through our practice of community
building this week, God has strengthened us with hope to continue to seek peace in
our own lives and our own communities. This hope is not to be mistaken for naivety, but
grounded in faith, rooted in scripture, and supported by prayer.

Peace in Community

In the pursuit of peace in our communities, it is essential for us to engage in dialogues

on topics that threaten to divide our churches - like the climate emergency, the rise of
nationalism, gender injustice, and discrimination against other marginalized groups. This
requires being both truthful and respectful of others.

While some of these conversations might be difficult, we lean on our faith as we trust that
they will ultimately strengthen us. This strengthening can only happen by listening with
an open heart and without passing judgement, and when basic shared values like the



inherent dignity of all God’s people and creation form the basis of our dialogue.

In alignment with the global LWF youth priority of youth leadership and intergenerational
justice as well as the ongoing process of creating an LWF intergenerational justice policy,
we explored different ways responsibility and power can be better distributed between
generations and how we can learn from one another.

The sharing of local practices, solutions, frameworks and structures was a meaningful
learning experience that we hope to adapt to our context. Reflections on inner peace and
peace within our communities rooted us firmly to finally call for action for peace globally.

Peace in God’s World

Although too often global peace seems to be out of reach, we find the strength to take
action to work for justice by remembering God’s promises of peace.

We discussed global peacebuilding issues that are close to our hearts. Today, we
grieve deeply the injustice we see around us - the denial of indigenous leadership and
sovereignty around Europe, economic inequity, the war in Ukraine, and the war in
Gaza and the occupation of Palestine. We named that it is important for our churches
to speak up about these places where peace is being denied, and to create space for
conversations about how to act for justice.

As members of this global communion, we welcomed examples of churches’ work for
justice from our own region and around the world, including the history of church-led
resistance to repressive governments in Eastern Germany and ongoing interreligious
peacebuilding work in Indonesia.

We are leaving Paris having taken many steps to become better peace builders. We

are committed to take this knowledge to our member churches and to work to create
sufficient spaces where action and honest dialogue can take place so that we are able to
fully live out our gospel call to be builders of peace.

Conclusion

As one participant reflected, “We must stop thinking that we, as Europeans, can export
peace—as if peace were a service or a product. Real peace is created through close
collaboration, partnerships, working for justice, and standing in solidarity. By not being
silent.”

Following the gospel call to love our neighbor as ourselves requires action - it means
interdependence, ecological justice, advocacy in the face of war and militarism. It means
courage—the courage to be honest when we personally are struggling, the courage to
speak up about injustice when it feels easier to stay silent, and the courage to take action
for peace even when it requires us to risk something.

Empowered by the promises of God, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves to prayer, dialogue, community building, and action for peace.



